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Research Interests: Language variation and change, American Englishes, Appalachian Englishes, Interdisciplinary approaches to language study
Academic Appointments
· University of Kentucky, Department of Linguistics
Chair 2022–present

Professor, 2020–present

Director of Graduate Studies, 2019–2022

Associate Professor, 2018–2020
· University of Mississippi, Department of Modern Languages
Associate Professor, 2013–2018

Assistant Professor, 2007–2013

· University of Mississippi, Department of English
Instructor, 2001–2007



Other Academic Positions
· Linguistic Atlas Project
Editor, 2018–present

Associate Editor, 2013–2018

Assistant Editor, 2007–2013

· Interdisciplinary Linguistics (Mouton de Gruyter)
Series Editor, 2018–present

· American Speech

Advisory Board member, 2025-present

Book Review Editor, 2007-2017



Fellowships and Honors
· Fulbright Scholar
Department of Archaeology, Durham University, Durham, England
August–December 2021

· American Dialect Society Named Professor
Linguistic Society of America Summer Institute
University of Massachusetts–Amherst
June 18 – July 15, 2023


Education
· Ph.D. in Linguistics, University of Georgia, 2001
Dissertation: An Examination of Variation in a Small Blue Ridge Community
· M.A. in English, University of North Carolina at Greensboro, 1996
Thesis: Silko’s Ceremony: The Unity of All Things
· B.A. in English and Philosophy, Salem College, 1993 magna cum laude

Publications
Books
Burkette, Allison and Patrick Lee Lucas. (in preparation) Homewords: The Life of an American Vocabulary. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
Burkette, Allison. (in preparation) Dialogue and Artifact. Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter.
Burkette, Allison. (2025) Cambridge Elements in Sociolinguistics: Dialectology and the Linguistic Atlas Project. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Cramer, Jennifer and Allison Burkette. (2024) Social Life of Appalachian Englishes. New York: Routledge. 

Burkette, Allison (2018) Language and Classification: Negotiating Meaning-Making in the Classification and Categorization of Ceramics. New York: Routledge. 
Burkette Allison and William A. Kretzschmar, Jr. (2018) Exploring Linguistic Science: Language Use, Complexity, and Interaction. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Edited Volumes

Burkette, Allison & Tamara Warhol, Eds. (2021) Crossing Borders, Making Connections: Interdisciplinarity in Linguistics. Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter. 
Hayes, Mary and Allison Burkette (eds.). (2017) Approaches to Teaching History of the English Language: Pedagogy in Practice. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Burkette, Allison. (2015) Language and Material Culture. Amsterdam: John Benjamins.

Articles and Book Chapters
Kretzschmar, William A. Jr. and Allison Burkette. (forthcoming) Complex Systems and British Isles Survey Data. Languages.
Burkette, Allison. (forthcoming) Language, Material Culture, and Materiality in Appalachia. Journal of Appalachian Studies. 
Burkette, Allison and Lamont Antieau. (2025) Leaner, Cleaner, and Full of Attitude: The New Atlas Interviews. In Susanne Wagner and Ulrike Stange-Hundsdörfer (Eds.) (Dia)Lects in the 21st Century: Selected Papers from Methods in Dialectology XVII. Berlin: Language Science Press, p. 201-216.
Burkette, Allison. (2023) “Needed Research in American Dialects: The Linguistic Atlas Project in the 21st Century.” In Publication of the American Dialect Society: Needed Research in North American Dialects, Bob Bayley and Erica Benson (eds.). Durham, NC: Duke University Press, p. 132-46. 
Burkette, Allison and Robin Skeates. (2022) “The Words that Archaeologists Choose: A Maltese Case Study in Artifact Terminology, Corpus Linguistics and Discourse Analysis” Journal of Mediterranean Archaeology 35.1, p. 85-107.
Burkette, Allison and Lamont Antieau. (2022) “A-prefixing in the Linguistic Atlas Project.” American Speech. 97:2, 167-196. 
Burkette, Allison. (2021) “Introduction.” In Crossing Borders, Making Connections: Interdisciplinarity in Linguistics. Burkette, Allison & Tamara Warhol (eds.). Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter. 
Burkette, Allison. (2021) “Connections and interdisciplinarity: Linguistic Atlas Project data from an assemblage perspective.” In Crossing Borders, Making Connections: Interdisciplinarity in Linguistics. Burkette, Allison & Tamara Warhol (eds.). Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter. 
Burkette, Allison and Tamara Warhol. (2020) “The Material Mirror: The Role of Objects in Qualitative Research Interviews.” Southern Journal of Linguistics. 44:2, 1-27.
Burkette, Allison. (2020) “Discourse in Appalachia.” Appalachian Englishes: The Life of Language Variation in Appalachia. Kirk Hazen (ed.). Morgantown, WV: WVU Press.
Burkette, Allison. (2017) “To start a fire: The material effect on vocabulary.” American Speech 92:3, 321-339.

Burkette, Allison. (2017) “Incorporating American English into the History of English.” In Hayes & Burkette (Eds.) Approaches to Teaching the History of the English Language. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Hayes, Mary and Allison Burkette (2017) “Introduction.” In Hayes & Burkette (Eds.) Approaches to Teaching the History of the English Language. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Burkette, Allison. (2016b) “Linguistic and Object-based Stance-taking in Appalachian Interviews.” Language in Society 45:3, 331-351.
Burkette, Allison. (2016a) “The Burial Ground: A Bridge Between Language and Culture.” Journal of Linguistic Geography 3:2.

Burkette, Allison. (2014b) “About what were we talking?”: The intersection of quantitative and qualitative approaches.” Southern Journal of Linguistics Spring 38:1, 117-135.
Burkette, Allison. (2013b) “Constructing the (M)other:A-Prefixing, Stance and the Lessons of Motherhood.” Language in Society April. 42:2, 239-258.
Burkette, Allison. (2013a) “’Garden Sass’: Variation Crops Up in Unexpected Places.” Southern Journal of Linguistics Fall. 37:2.
Burkette, Allison & Corey Blount. (2013c) “Blanket Coverage: Pointers for Conducting Lexical Research with Atlas Data.” Southern Journal of Linguistics Fall 37:2.
Burkette, Allison. (2012) “Parlor Talk: Complexity from a Historical Perspective.”  American Speech 87:4, 391-411.

Burkette, Allison & Lamont Antieau. (2012) “Introduction: Variation, Pattern, Change, and Choice – Targets of Linguistic Atlas Inquiry.” American Speech 87:4, 373-377.
Burkette, Allison.  (2011) “Stamped Indian: History, Localism, and Lexical Variation in Terms for American ‘Cornbread.’” American Speech 86:3, 312-339.

Clark, Allen and Allison Burkette. (2011) “Introduction.” In Allen Clark and Said Faiq (Eds) Beyond Denotation in Translation into Arabic.  London: Sayyab Books. 

Burkette, Allison.  (2009) “The Lion, the Witch and the Armoire: Lexical Variation in Case Furniture Terms.”  American Speech 84:3, 315-339.

Burkette, Allison & Tamara Warhol. (2009) “‘The Bush Was No Place for a Woman’: Personal Pronouns and Gender Stereotypes.” Women and Language Spring, 70-76.

Burkette, Allison. (2008) “’The Lake Frozed Over’: Non-standard Past Tense Forms in LAMSAS and LAGS.” The Southern Journal of Linguistics 32:1, 60-82.
Burkette, Allison. (2007) “Constructing Identity: Grammatical Variables and the Creation of a Community Voice.” The Journal of Sociolinguistics 11:2, 286-296.

Burkette, Allison. (2001) “The Story of Chester Drawers.” American Speech 76:2, 139-157. 

Burkette, Allison. (2001) “The Use of Literary Dialect in Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin.”  Language and Literature 10:2, 158-170.
Reviews, invited responses, and other writing
Burkette, Allison. (2024) Review of Clare Lewis & Gabriel Moshenska (ed.). 2023. Life-writing in the history of archaeology: critical perspectives. London: University College London Press. Published in Antiquity 400:98, 1136 – 1138.

Burkette, Allison. (2016c) Response by Burkette to “Translation and the materialities of communication.” Translation Studies 9:3, 318-322.

Burkette, Allison. “Dodgy etymologies: Who’s hushing that puppy?” Gravy. Summer 2016.

Burkette, Allison. “The Cornbread question.” Gravy. Southern Foodways Alliance. Winter 2015-6.

Burkette, Allison. “Cornpone: A borrowed term for a borrowed staple.” Gravy. Southern Foodways Alliance. Winter 2015-6.

Burkette, Allison. (2014a) “Book Review: The Dictionary of American Regional English.” Journal of English Linguistics 42:4, 380-385. 
Burkette, Allison. (2008) “Book Review: The New Encyclopedia of Southern Culture: Volume 5: Language.” The North Carolina Historical Review 85:2, 245-6.



Recent Professional Presentations and Invited Talks
Tamasi, Susan and Allison Burkette. 2025. All the Mouthfeels: The Changing Language of Wine Reviews. Georgetown University Round Table (GURT). 

Tagliamonte, Sali and Allison Burkette. 2025. “Why do y’all give a shit?” and who the hell says “crick”?: The patterning of Southern American English features in rural Canada. American Dialect Society (ADS).
Burkette, Allison and Dennis Preston. 2025. “Cultural collocations: House terms and their semantic fields.” American Dialect Society (ADS). 

Cramer, Jennifer and Allison Burkette. 2025. “What they say and what it means – examining attitudes toward Appalachian Englishes.” Linguistic Society of America (LSA).

Tamasi, Susan and Allison Burkette. 2024. “Varieties and Varietals: Linguistic Variation as a Reflection of Cultural Change” with Susan Tamasi. New Ways of Analyzing Variation (NWAV), Miami, FL.

Tamasi, Susan and Allison Burkette. 2024. “Varieties and Varietals: Linguistic Variation as a Reflection of Cultural Change.” Food x Language/Lengua y Comida International Conference, Ca’ Foscari, University of Venice, Venice, Italy.

“Everything you think is (linguistically) Southern, isn’t” American Dialect Society Lecture for the LSA Summer Institute. Amherst, Massachusetts, June 2023.
Burkette, Allison and Jennifer Cramer. 2023. “Understanding Appalachian Englishes in the 21st Century: Integrating Production and Perception.” Southeastern Conference on Linguistics (SECOL).
Burkette, Allison and Lamont Antieau. 2023. “All of the above: Incorporating written survey data into Linguistic Atlas Project studies”. American Dialect Society (ADS). 
Cramer, Jennifer and Allison Burkette. 2023. “Integrating our understandings of Appalachian Englishes”. American Dialect Society (ADS). 
Burkette, Allison and Lamont Antieau. 2022. “Leaner, Cleaner, and Full of Attitude: The New Atlas Interviews.” Methods in Dialectology, Mainz, Germany.
“From ‘historical data’ to ‘big data’: The Linguistic Atlas Project”. CCS Summit, University of Kentucky, September 2018.

“Emerging mergers? Southern vowels in LAGS and ANAE.” New Ways of Analyzing Variation (NWAV). Madison, WI, November 2017.
“The language of archaeological classification: An emergent and interactive practice.” Linguistics Conference at the University of Georgia (LCUGA). Athens, GA, October 2017.

Guest lecture on Stance-taking and Appalachian English. Summer Institute for Linguistics (SIL), Lexington, KY. July 2017.

“‘Language and Culture’ meets ‘Variation and Change’: A Trans-Atlantic Comparison.” Diversity and Variation 1 (DiVar1). Emory University in Atlanta, GA, Feb 2017.

"Big Data: Complex Systems and Text Analysis.” Linguistic Society of America (LSA) January 2017, Austin, Texas. [with Bill Kretzschmar and Jacqueline Hettel]
“A new life for old data: Linguistic Atlas data and material culture studies.” American Dialect Society (ADS), Austin, Texas.

"Complex systems and variationist analysis" presented at New Ways of Analyzing Variation (NWAV) November 2016, Vancouver, Canada. [with Bill Kretzschmar and Jacqueline Hettel]

“The Material Effect.” Plenary on “The Lexicon” given at Linguistics Society at the University of Georgia (LCUGA) in October, 2016. Athens, Georgia. 
“Out of the Ashes: American terms for ‘cornbread’.” Invited lecture to be given at the Southern Foodways Alliance fall symposium for the “Southern Studies Fantasy Camp”, October, 2016. 

 “Big data: Complex systems and text analysis.” Workshop given at Digital Humanities 2016 Krakow Poland. [with Bill Kretzschmar and Jacqueline Hettel]
“The burial ground: A bridge between language and culture.” Invited lecture at Emory University. April 2016. 

“Out of the fire, into the fireplace: Investigating the distribution of aggregate linguistic data.” Southeastern Conference on Linguistics (SECOL) April 2016, New Orleans, Louisiana.

“Linguistic and Object-Based Stance-taking in Appalachian Interviews.” Presented at Language Variation in the South (LAVIS) IV April 2015, Raleigh, North Carolina.


Grants and Grant Proposals
UK IMPACT Award (with Patrick Lee Lucas) Language and Home in the Commonwealth, $67,869.
National Edowment for the Humanities (NEH) “What the Linguistic Atlas Project can tell us about American houses (and why we should care)” (submitted July 2024, not funded)
UK CURATE Award (with Andrew Byrd) Building Linguistic Databases, $1,500.
National Science Foundation (NSF) “Language Variation and Change in Kentucky” with Dennis Preston and Joe Fruehwald (submitted 2023, not funded)
National Science Foundation (NSF) “Language Variation and Change in Kentucky” with Dennis Preston and Joe Fruehwald (submitted 2022, not funded)
National Science Foundation (NSF) “Language Variation and Change in Kentucky” with Dennis Preston and Joe Fruehwald (submitted 2021, not funded)
National Science Foundation (NSF) “Language Variation and Change in Kentucky” with Dennis Preston (submitted 2020, not funded)
National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) Collaborative Research Grant “Linguistic Atlas of the Caribbean: Working Group Meeting,” with Iyabo Osiapem and Jason Seigel. (submitted December 2019, not funded)

National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) Digital humanities Advancement Grant “Making Mid-Century Modern.” (submitted June 2019, not funded)
National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) Digital Humanities Advancement Grant “Impact of World War 2 on Language.” (submitted June 2019, not funded)
National Science Foundation (NSF) Research Grant “Automated Large-Scale Phonetic Analysis: SED Application” with Kevin McGowan. (submitted July 2019, not funded)
American Council of Learned Societies (ACLS) “Teaching and Sharing” with Bill Kretzschmar. (submitted January 2017, not funded)
National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) Digital Humanities Advancement Grant. “Teaching and Sharing” with Bill Kretzschmar. (submitted January 2017, not funded)
National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) Digital Humanities Advancement Grant “Mapped Together.” (submitted January 2017, not funded)

Fulbright Scholars Grant “Negotiation of Classification.” (semi-finalist, 2017)
Luce Foundation “Teaching and Sharing” with Bill Kretzschmar. (submitted 2016, not funded)
National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) Digital Humanities Advancement Grant “Making Mid-Century Modern” with Bill Kretzschmar. (submitted 2016, not funded)



Teaching

University of Kentucky

Introduction to the Study of Language

Appalachian English

Language and Culture

Language in US Society

Special Topics in Linguistics: Language and Home
Special Topics in Linguistics: Slang

Special Topics in Linguistics: The Linguistic Atlas Project
Qualitative Research Methods

Language Variation and Theory

Research Seminar in Linguistic Theory and Typology

University of Mississippi

Introduction to Linguistics

Sociolinguistics

Language and Culture

Descriptive Grammar

History of the English Language

Semantics

World Englishes 

Pragmatics

Approaches to Discourse

American English

Language Variation

Language, Gender, and Sexuality

Forensic Linguistics

Language Evolution

Special Topics: Literary Dialect

Motherhood & Mothering: Discourse, Theory and Practice

Freshmen Honors Seminar: Individual in Society

Freshman Honors Seminar: Science, Religion, and Nature
Freshman Seminar: Monster Narratives in Literature and Film
