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Schroot/WRD 112/Fall 2014



Instructor: 
Lisa Schroot
Section 003:
MWF 9-9:50 CB 240
Office: 
1222 P.O.T.
Section 018:
MWF 2-2:50 FB 306A

Mailbox:
1314 P.O.T.

Office phone: 
257-6988

Office hours:
MW 12:15-1:45
Email: 

Lisa.Schroot@uky.edu


(& by appt.)

(Email is the best way to reach me.)

Course Description: WRD 112 is an accelerated version of the Composition and Communication sequence (WRD 110 and 111), meeting the UK Core requirement for integrated oral, written, and visual communication skills. In WRD 112, we emphasize critical inquiry, research, and argument. You will sharpen your ability to conduct research; compose and communicate in written, oral, and visual modalities; and practice working effectively in groups. Course activities and readings will have two purposes: First, they will help you assess the ways in which rhetoric (spoken, written, and visual) constructs our understanding of people and the issues that impact them. Second, they will develop your ability to produce complex arguments grounded in significant primary and secondary research and adapt those arguments for specific audiences and new media.

Students will form teams, each of which will explore a different public issue with a local face. First, you will decide on your team focus and conduct significant primary and secondary research on the issue, culminating in a series of projects and a group symposium. Then, teams will develop digital projects to communicate their well-argued solutions to audiences beyond the classroom.

Required Texts: You are required to have the following texts: 
Everything’s an Argument, UK custom 6th ed., by Andrea A. Lunsford and John J. Ruszkiewicz
The Engaged Citizen 2014-2015 (available at UK bookstores)

A Pocket Style Manual and A Pocket Guide to Public Speaking (bundle available at UK bookstores)

You are also required to have Word and Power Point (which are available through UK), 3x5 inch index cards (for speech notes), and a flash drive. It is very wise to save often as you work, as a computer crash does not justify turning in an assignment late. Finally, I strongly recommend that you purchase a college-level dictionary.

Learning Outcomes: 

By the end of the semester, students will be able to:

· compose written texts and deliver oral presentations that represent a relevant and informed point of view appropriate for its audience, purpose, and occasion in an environment that reinforces the recursive and generative nature of the composition and delivery rehearsal processes.
· demonstrate an awareness of strategies that speakers and writers use in different communicative situations and media, and in large and small groups; learn to analyze and use visuals effectively to augment their oral presentations; to employ invention techniques for analyzing and developing arguments; to recognize and address differing genre and discourse conventions; and to document their sources appropriately.
· find, analyze, evaluate, and properly cite pertinent primary and secondary sources, using relevant discovery tools, as part of the process of speech preparation and writing process.
· develop flexible and effective strategies for organizing, revising, editing, proofreading, and practicing/rehearsing to improve the development of their ideas and the appropriateness of their expression.
· collaborate with peers, the instructor, and librarians to define revision strategies for their essays and speeches, to set goals for improving them, and to devise effective plans for achieving those goals.
· engage in a range of small group activities that allow them to explore and express their experiences and perspectives on issues under discussion.
Writing Assignments and Grading: This is a writing intensive course. As such, we will be doing A LOT of writing. Expect to write every day. The writing assignments will consist of informal writing (daily) and formal writing (two total). The goal of informal writing assignments is to start to work through complex ideas—to get you thinking. What I’m looking for in informal writing assignments is intellectual effort regarding your thought processes and theorizing (so, concentrate more on WHAT you’re saying, as opposed to HOW you’re saying it). They are graded on a check system and can be handwritten. The goal of formal writing assignments is to produce a coherent, polished essay that represents the writer’s point of view while fulfilling the writing prompt. Drafts and Peer Reviews are an important part of the writing process, and are thus required to PASS this course. 
If you need to miss Peer Review day for an excused absence, you must clear it with the instructor beforehand. You will need to do the following: 1. get another student to email you his/her paper; 2. review the paper, using the Comment feature in Word; 3. email your review/comments to the student before the end of class on Peer Review day AND copy the instructor on the email. Finally, it is recommended that you make an appointment at the Writing Center to go over your paper—because otherwise you will not receive comments before it is due. If you miss Peer Review day due to an emergency, you will need to review two people’s papers the next time—one of those must be done on your own time, outside of class, and must be submitted to the writer on Peer Review day.

Formal writing assignments MUST be in the following format (I am very picky about this, so take note):

· Times New Roman 12 pt.
· 1-inch margins all around (select the text of your document, go to “File,” then “Page Setup,” set the margins at 1 inch, and click “OK”)

· last name and page number on every page (go to “Insert,” then “Page Numbers,” then set to “Top of Page” and “Right”) (next go to “View,” “Header and Footer,” and type your last name in the header field—right justified)

· your heading needs to be single spaced and must include:

Your Name


Schroot: WRD 111

Name of Assignment (ex.: Final Paper)


Date

· the body of your paper needs to be double spaced (there should be only ONE space between your heading and title, and ONE between your title and the body of the paper)
· include a title for formal writing—center the title, and capitalize the appropriate words  (no quotation marks, underlining, or italics)
Be aware that drafts and peer reviews are mandatory, and must be completed in order to pass the course. Also, poor grammar and typos take away from the overall effectiveness of a writer’s work; therefore, excessive errors will directly impact your essay grades. Be sure to reference your style guide for tips on writing and grammar. The following list details what I specifically look for when grading formal writing assignments. Please reference this list before you turn in each formal essay. 
A successful essay will:

1. follow the assignment by effectively responding to the writing prompt (including word count/page requirements). Please note: a 4-5 pg. essay should be at least 4½ pages long; a 10-11 pg. essay should be 10½ pages or longer; and so on.
2. have a strong, clear thesis that pertains to the assignment. Remember—your thesis is the point you are making.

3. have a clear, logical structure. Think of structure as the outline (or order) of what you’re writing.

4. have enough specific examples to support the thesis. Make sure every example is relevant to the thesis; don’t just throw quotes in for the heck of it. 1-3 points will be deducted for each misquote, so be certain to double check your quotations.
5. not have any holes; the reader will not be left with any questions. A “hole” is any place the reader will think: “Oh really, why?” or “What do you mean?” or “Prove it.” Points will be deducted for each hole—calculated according to how “big” the hole is (1-2 pts. if 1 sentence would do the job, 3-6 pts. for 3 sentences, and so on).
6. engage the reader (keep his/her interest). Realize that what you have to say is important and interesting—sell your argument to the reader.

7. be grammatically sound.  Grammar errors will not affect the reading of the essay. You get 1 freebie per page, but after that 1 point will be deducted for each spelling and grammar error, so be certain to proofread your essays. Be aware that Spell Check only points out misspelled words, and will not catch incorrect word choices (there/their/they’re, for instance). Also be aware that Grammar Check is grossly flawed; reference your style guide when in doubt.

Formal writing assignments and speeches will be evaluated according to the following criteria:




A
Superb, exceptional




B
Very good, better than average




C
Good, average college level writing, competent




D
Below average writing, barely competent




E
Incompetent, or failure to fulfill the writing/speech prompt

You will receive a letter grade on your formal writing assignments and speeches that will be converted to the following numerical grade in calculating your final grade for the course:

A
95
B
85
C
75
D
65
E
0-55 scale
A-
90
B-
80
C-
70
D-
60

Final grades are figured according to the following scale:


A
90-100%
C
70-79%

E
0-59%


B
80-89%

D
60-69%

Plagiarism: As an instructor at the University, I am ethically obligated to report all instances of plagiarism to the proper authorities. The University of Kentucky defines plagiarism as: “When students submit work purporting to be their own, but which in any way borrows ideas, organization, wording or anything else from another source without appropriate acknowledgment of the fact” (USR 6.3.1). This includes internet sources, published articles or books, the work of a tutor, parent, or other student, and/or work you have previously submitted for a grade in another class. The minimum penalty for plagiarism is a zero on the assignment. Depending on the seriousness of the offense, students may receive an E if they are found to have committed plagiarism. This course will provide instruction in documenting sources and avoiding plagiarism. If you have a question regarding source usage, you are encouraged to talk to me before the assignment is due. Students found guilty of committing plagiarism are subject to the penalties outlined in the University Senate Rules. Senate Rules (6.3.1 & 6.3.2) can be found at the following website: http://www.uky.edu/USC/New/rules_regulations/index.htm.

Major Projects:
PLEASE NOTE: All major projects must be completed, and all components must be submitted, in order to earn a passing grade in this course.
Overview:
In groups of 4–5 students, you will select a topic of historical and present significance. Your group will find original documents produced by those involved in the issue and secondary sources written about the issue. You may also produce your own data through interviews with those involved or by observing some facet of the issue. Since you will be offering original insights, you are not permitted to select a subject that has been thoroughly researched, such as the abortion controversy, the legalization of marijuana, and so on.
Topics Speech:
Students will choose a topic that interests them, and deliver a speech proposing their topic as a group topic for the course. You will explain the background of the topic, the multiple sides of the issue, and the main areas of disagreement among the differing sides. You will then argue that your topic should be chosen as one of the course’s group topics. The project will be discussed at length in class. Topics must be approved by the instructor. The project consists of a written component and oral presentation (with Power Point slides). ALL components must be submitted in order to pass (bibliography, notes, outline, rough drafts, final draft, presentation, Power Point slides). 
· Written Speech: 3 pg. (750 words minimum), 4 sources minimum (3 periodical articles, 1 scholarly journal article—at least 15 pg.)
· Presentation: 6-7 min., “Ignite” slide presentation (using Power Point)

Annotated Bibliography:
Research on your topic will be an ongoing and continuous process as questions come up throughout the semester. However, as a group you’ll create an annotated bibliography including primary and secondary sources. Each source must be properly cited in MLA format, and include a 100+ word summary. Annotations must include: MLA citation, thesis, summary, main points, and significant quotations. Each group member will contribute annotations for 7-8 sources. Each student must contribute at least 750 words. Citations DO NOT count toward the 750-word minimum. (Please note: short periodical articles may require summaries shorter than 100 words. In that case, the student assigned to that article needs to annotate 1 or more additional short articles to produce a total of 750+ words.)
Major Essay:
Each group member will write an essay discussing an aspect of the group’s overarching topic. Generally, individual topics will include: history of the topic, differing points of view concerning the topic, and solutions. The group’s goal is to produce a body of work that serves to educate readers about the overarching topic, including differing perspectives. The project will be discussed at length in class. Individual topics must be approved by the instructor. ALL components must be submitted in order to pass (outline, rough drafts, final draft, bibliography).
· Essay: 8-9 pg. (2000 words minimum), 8 sources minimum (1 book, 3 periodical articles, 3 scholarly journal articles—at least 15 pg. each, 1 other)
Symposium:
Your group will give a symposium-style presentation on your topic with the following objectives: educate the audience about the topic; propose solutions; and persuade the audience to take action to help solve it. One person will serve as the moderator for the symposium, offering an introduction and conclusion, and introducing each member of the group (the moderator will also provide a full speech). The group will create one typed formal outline, which will include each individual member’s outline. After the presentation, the group will participate in a question and answer session with the class. Each individual within the group will provide a 6-7 minute speech from a lectern, directly citing at least 4 relevant outside sources and using at least 8 Power Point slides. You may each use a maximum of 8 (one-sided) note cards.
Group Proposal for the Digital Project:
Each group will prepare a 4-6 page proposal detailing the digital project. Each group member must contribute at least 250 words (1 pg.). The proposal must include: 1. an audience analysis (i.e., who is the specific audience you want to reach and how will you persuade them?); 2. a detailed outline of the project; 3. a project plan, with assignments for group members and deadlines associated with each task. These proposals must be approved before you move forward with your project.

Digital Project:
Each group will create a public Web page explaining their overarching topic. Groups must include supporting evidence, and a fair engagement with opposing arguments. The Web page must be interactive, and must include the following components: history (with a timeline), 2-3 differing perspectives, solutions, and present day examples with links to outside sources (i.e., documentaries, YouTube videos, interviews, articles, news stories, and so on). In addition, groups are encouraged to create SHORT videos to include (less than 3 minutes). These projects will be submitted by posting them online on a public site.
Group Presentation of Digital Project:

Each group will deliver a presentation introducing and explaining their Web page. Presentations will be 15-20 minutes long, with each group member contributing 3-4 minutes each.

Peer Evaluations:

Because group work is critical to this course, you will be grading each member of your group through peer evaluations. These evaluations will be based on your performance as a group member and the quality of the evaluation you provide for your group members. Though it can be difficult to honestly evaluate your peers, you will be expected to develop frank and respectful feedback to help each of your teammates improve their group communication skills. If you score all of your teammates high or low, irrespective of their performance in the group, your own grade will be penalized. You are required to write a minimum of 100 words for each group member AND for yourself (so, 500+ words). Your assessments should include a description of what each member contributed to the group, as well as her or his strengths and weaknesses.
Evaluation of Speeches:

You will be delivering two individual presentations in this course. After giving your presentations in class, you need to watch your presentations, which will be recorded using Echo, and provide an evaluation of your speeches. An evaluation form will be made available on Blackboard (BB). These two assignments count as part of your homework grade. I recommend that you complete these assignments immediately after giving your presentations. However, they are due by the class period after the last presentations.
Informal Group Presentations (multiple): Over the course of the semester, students will be placed in groups to discuss class readings, documentaries, and visual texts. Each group will deliver a short presentation to the class on the assigned topic, and submit notes (title, author, thesis, main points with significant quotations, discussion questions and answers) to the instructor. Each group member is required to speak an equal amount of time. Group presentation days will be announced in class. If you miss class on a group presentation day for an unexcused absence, you can not make up the points.

Peer Groups: Because most writers, educators, and other professionals must learn to work collaboratively, you will collaborate—cheerfully—with your peers both in and out of class. You will be working throughout the semester with other students in workshops, peer reviews, and assignments. Treat everyone in this class as a valued colleague, and you will have few problems. That means that you will honor all deadlines agreed to by your classmates as though the instructor set them, and in general be respectful. Consequences for "slacking" may result in anything ranging from a full letter grade deduction for the assignment to a zero (determined on a case-by-case basis).  
Echo Policy: Because this class involves live speeches, classes will be recorded by the Echo video service. We will use this technology to study our speeches in order to improve them.  Please be aware that these videos are private and protected, and you may use them only for purposes related to the completion of this course.

Quizzes: Quizzes will consist of short-answer and essay questions, and will be unannounced (i.e., pop quizzes).
Writing Center/Multimodal Communications Lab: The Writing Center, Room B108B in The Hub of the W. T. Young Library (lower level), is available to help you with your writing. It is open 9 AM-9 PM Monday-Thursday, 9 AM-3 PM Friday, and 8 PM-11 PM Sunday. It is strongly advised to make an appointment in advance: go to uky.mywconline.com to sign on as a new client (select "First visit? Click here to register") or to log in and schedule an appointment. More information about the Writing Center is available at: http://wrd.as.uky.edu/writing-center. You can contact the Director of the Writing Center, Judy Prats at: judithgprats@uky.edu. If you have additional problems with public speaking, you may go to the Multimodal Communication Lab in 106 Grehan (859-257-8370). Consider going to either location if you feel stuck at any stage of the communication process. Take advantage of tutoring assistance early, so you have time to get feedback and make changes. 

Students with Special Needs: If you are registered with the Disability Resource Center (DRC) and require special accommodations to complete the work for this course, you must produce a letter from the DRC that details what you need before I can grant you these accommodations. Special accommodations cannot be granted retroactively. This is a non-negotiable class policy. Please contact the DRC at 257-2754 if you have questions about your eligibility for special accommodations.

Civil Discourse, Rights, and Responsibilities: In our class discussions, in our readings, and in our writing throughout this semester, we will examine ideas from diverse perspectives. University students and faculty are afforded an academic environment that allows for intellectual expression. Challenging issues and ideas may arise, but none of these should be expressed in an inappropriate manner—either verbally or in writing. One of the goals of a university is to challenge us to think again about what we know (and all that we don’t know). This demands that we all share responsibility for creating and maintaining a civil learning environment in our classrooms. This means that we will be conscious of, and accept responsibility for, what we say and do, how we act, how our words and actions have consequences, and how our words and actions affect others. As part of this awareness, we will avoid sexist, racist, and heterosexist language. Insensitivity will not be tolerated in this classroom. You will be asked to leave the classroom for violating this policy, and you will receive an absence for that day.
*************************************************************************************

Cell Phones and Computers/Tablets:
TURN OFF YOUR PHONES & PUT THEM AWAY!
Cell phones are not only disruptive to the class as a whole, they are entirely disrespectful to the instructor (or anyone who is speaking or working at the time). You will receive a warning the first time. After that, for each time your phone rings (or plays music, or buzzes, etc.) your FINAL grade will be lowered one half letter, or 5 pts. (so, if you have an 82% at the end of the semester your grade will be dropped to a 77%). Other violations of this rule include texting, checking email, updating Facebook/Twitter statuses, etc. Laptops/tablets are permitted for class purposes only, including researching, drafting, and reading online course texts. It is a violation of this rule for students to use laptops/tablets for non-class purposes (surfing the web, watching videos, etc.), and the same penalty applies.
*************************************************************************************

Attendance: Because this course relies on class discussion and in-class assignments, regular attendance is crucial to your success. In other words, if you miss class it will negatively impact your grade. Excessive tardiness—more than 5 minutes late—counts as half an absence, as does leaving early. Sleeping or reading or working on outside projects during class counts as a FULL absence.

There is a strict limit of 4 absences (without penalty), whether the absences are excused or not. After the first 4 absences, 3 points will be deducted from your FINAL grade for each additional unexcused absence. It is UK policy that if you miss more than one-fifth of class (8 days), you can not receive credit for the course. As such, students must withdraw or receive a grade of E upon the 9th  absence. You are responsible for keeping track of your absences.

Quizzes and in-class assignments (including group presentations) can NOT be made up unless the absence is “excused” as per UK’s definition. You have 2 weeks to make up quizzes, in-class assignments, and homework. It is your responsibility to make up the work by the deadline.
For general information on UK policies regarding attendance (including what counts as an excused absence), see the UK Student Code of Conduct (Part II, section V, Academic Standards, parts 5.2.4.1, and 5.2.4.2). This is available online for your convenience at: http://www.uky.edu/StudentAffairs/Code/part2.html# 
Due Dates: Informal and formal writing assignments are due AT THE BEGINNING of class on the assigned days. You are NOT permitted to: email an assignment to the instructor; have someone turn in your assignment for you; turn in your assignment and then leave. Please note: if you are late on the day a FORMAL writing assignment is due, or you are late for a scheduled speech, your assignment will be counted as late, and will be automatically dropped one letter. If you fail to show up on the day a FORMAL writing assignment is due, or your speech is scheduled, AND fail to contact the instructor, your assignment WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED! Late formal writing assignments and speeches are penalized 1 letter grade per day late. 
If you need to miss class the day a paper is due for an excused absence, you must inform the instructor beforehand and submit all required materials to the instructor before the due date. Make sure your speeches are not scheduled on days you need to miss for excused absences. If you miss class on the day a paper is due or your speech is scheduled because of an emergency, you must inform the instructor immediately, and provide any pertinent documentation for your absence. 

Grading Percentages: 

· Topics Speech:

Written speech (3 pg., 750+ words)

10%

Presentation (6-7 min.)

5%
· Annotated Bibliography (750+ words)

10%

· Major Essay (8-9 pg., 2000+ words)

20%

· Symposium:
Individual Speech (6-7 min.)

10%


Group Presentation (the group as a whole)

5% (Group)
· Group Proposal (4-6 pg., 250+ words each)

5% (Group)
· Digital Project 
Web site (250+ words each of new material)

15% (Group)

Group Presentation (3-4 min. each)

5% (Group)

· Group Evaluation and Group Grade

5% 
· Homework, Quizzes, Peer Reviews,

10% total

Self-Evaluations of Speeches

 College Writing Survival Guide
· Who v. That

Always use “who” to refer to people, including groups of people. Use “that” to refer to objects, emotions, and so on.


Ex.: 
She is looking for a man who wears a red cap.



I thanked the person who helped me.



The Girl Scouts who sell the most cookies will win the trip.



The car that is parked over there will get towed.



The feelings that he has for his daughter are strong.

· That v. Which
Use “that” for essential clauses. Use “which” for non-essential clauses.


Ex.:
The car that got hit was blue.

(Every word is essential to the meaning.)



The car, which was blue, got hit.
(You can take out that part & it’s still OK.)

· Who v. Whom
Use “who” to refer to the direct object of a sentence. Use “whom” to refer to the indirect object. A preposition, in this instance, is your best friend. Prepositions are clues that point to indirect objects. If you need a preposition, you (most likely) need to use “whom.”


Ex.: 
Who gave her the sweater?



Whom did she receive the sweater from?     



Who has the extra ticket?



To whom did he give the extra ticket?
· Poor Etc.
Never use “etc.” in formal writing. Instead, use “and so on.”

Ex.:
He always cleans his apartment thoroughly before she visits. He does laundry, washes dishes, dusts, vacuums, and so on.

· Specify, Specify, Specify
Do not use pronouns for the subject of a sentence. They confuse your reader and can be misleading or vague. Instead, be specific—always state exactly what you are referring to in your writing.


Ex.:
BAD—This is a result of patriarchy.
(Your reader wonders, “What is?”)



GOOD—The glass ceiling in corporate America is a result of patriarchy.

· Punctuation
When in doubt, check your writer’s manual for specific grammar rules and examples, especially for using commas and quotation marks. I have included guidelines for using colons, semicolons, and em-dashes or double hyphens, because these have been the most problematic for students. 
· Use colons to introduce and set apart a long (i.e., complicated for the reader to follow) list.

Ex.:
Moss depends upon a number of factors to flourish: indirect sunlight, mild temperatures, a damp environment, a relatively low-traffic area, and a stable host on which to anchor, like a rock or a tree.

· Use semicolons to join two sentences that go together (for emphasis), but could stand alone. Each side of the semicolon must be a complete sentence.

Ex.:
She always knew that she would be a writer; she had started writing stories in kindergarten.


They all believed his story; he had never lied before.

· Use em-dashes or double hyphens to draw emphasis by setting apart the “important” or “interesting” part of the sentence that describes the referent (i.e., what you’re referring to). If you use an em-dash to set apart a middle section of a sentence, make sure that the sentence flows correctly from before to after the em-dash (see the 3rd example). Your WP program may change a double hyphen to an em-dash (a long dash), or it may leave it as two hyphens; either way is fine.

Ex.:
The Fourth of July barbecue had everything--veggie burgers, hamburgers, steak, chicken.

He wanted to play football in the NFL for many reasons--fame, money, prestige.

She had often wondered why the fluidity of “truth”—which is intrinsically dependent upon an individual’s perspective—is not more accepted within society.

· Quotations
Use quotations to support (i.e., back up) what you’re writing. Do not use quotations as a substitute for your own words. Always introduce the quotation. Always explain the quotation (in your own words), AND the significance of the quotation—both to the text, and to your own essay (i.e., why did you include the particular quotation?). Here are some suggestions for introducing quotations:




Ex.:
Hareven states, “ . . . “ (Hareven 144).


Bloomer explains, “ . . . “ (Bloomer 108).



The following quotation illustrates this point: “ . . . “ (Douglass 164).



This excerpt provides insight into how fairy tales came about: “ . . . “ (Marks 225).


Project				Peer Review Day		Date Due____________


Topics Speech				W 9/17			9/22-9/29


Self Evaluation of Speech 1					W 10/1 (via BB)


Annotated Bibliography			W 10/8			F 10/10		


Major Essay 				F 10/17			M 10/20


Symposium 				F 10/27			10/29-11/7 


Self Evaluation of Speech 2					M 11/10 (via BB)


Group Proposal				F 11/14			M 11/17


Digital Project				M 12/1			W 12/3


Group Presentation of Digital Project				12/8-12/10


Group Evaluation, Portfolios					F 12/12 (via BB)





REQUIRED ATTENDANCE DAYS!


If you have to miss one of these days, you must get it cleared with Lisa beforehand.








Please note: 


Quizzes and in-class assignments can not be made up, unless the absence is excused as per UK’s definition.








states	describes	signifies	alludes to	explains	exclaims


illustrates	remarks 	infers	reasons	pertains to	paints a picture of implies	refers to	writes	provides insight into   	


(If you are unsure of how to use any of these words—because words have specific meanings—check your dictionary!)





Note the MLA format for parenthetical citations. After the closing quotation mark you need: 


one space


author’s last name and page number only (no commas, no “pg.”) in parentheses


closing punctuation (a period) for the whole sentence (because the citation is officially part of your sentence)








