In Defense of “The Fake”
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Not talking about handbags or plastic surgery



Some things are dismissed as fake and not worth our time -> Why?
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Recognize this image? His opening remark -> “Storytelling matters”



We connect to individuals and communities through stories



These things inform our identities and how we understand the world
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Books with more than 100 million copies sold


Works of “fantasy” -> Capture the imagination, capture a specific time/ethos



Reveal things about their time and tell timeless stories
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Some sources say up to 5 billion copies of The Bible have been printed



Printing is not the same as “sold”



The Bible is increasingly read as a work of fiction -> New Testament is story telling!
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My goal is not to talk about religion or debate The Bible



This presentation is not about questioning the validity of The Bible



Many examples could illustrate the value of the fake, but I want to focus on…
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Professional wrestling!



It has millions of viewers in the US and around the world -> Why?



People say wrestling is fake -> What does that mean?



Is wrestling bad because it is fake?
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So: Can things be fake? What does it mean to be fake?


How are these images different? What makes one fake and another real?



They all tell stories and communicate meaning -> Value!
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What makes these different moments fake?



(Explain what is in the images if you have time)



Don’t these things have an effect on us regardless of “reality”?
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There is no such thing as “the fake”



All forms of communication are rooted in expressions of identity



We write what we know ->Everything has us in it, everything is real
